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PROGRAMS AVAILABLE: 
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BEEF MINI SERIES 

All meetings will begin at 6:00 

March 7—Managing reproductive efficiency in beef cattle—Les Anderson—
Bath County Extension Office 

 

2023 BEE KEEPING SCHOOL 

March 11th, 9:00 a.m. 

Kentucky State University  

 

WEATHER SPOTTER CLASS 

March 27th at 6:00 p.m. 

Bath County Extension Office 

 

SEE FLYER IN THIS NEWSLETTER FOR MORE DETAILS  

RSVP TO THE BATH COUNTY EXT OFFICE AT  

674-6121 
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 2023 

 

Robert Amburgey 

Bath County Extension Agent for Agriculture 

and Natural Resources 
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Timely Tips 
Dr. Les Anderson, Beef Extension Professor, University of Kentucky 
 
Spring-Calving Cows 
 

• Observe spring-calving cows closely. Check cows at least twice daily and first-calf heifers more fre-
quently than that. Be ready to assist those not making progress after 1 to 2 hours of hard labor. Chilled 
calves should be dried and warmed as soon as possible. 

• See that each calf gets colostrum within an hour of birth or administer colostrum (or a commercial co-
lostrum replacement) with an esophageal feeder, if needed. 

• Identify calves with eartags and/or tattoos while calves are young and easy to handle and record 
birthdate and Dam ID. Commercial male calves should be castrated and implanted as soon as possible. Reg-
istered calves should be weighed in the first 24 hours. 

• Separate cows that have calved and increase their feed. Energy supplementation to cows receiving hay 
is necessary to prepare them for rebreeding. For example, a 1250 lb cow giving 25 lb/day of milk would 
need about 25 lb of fescue hay and 5 lb of concentrate daily to maintain condition. If you need to go from a 
condition score of 4 to 5, you will need to add about 2 more lb of concentrate. Cows must be in good condi-
tion to conceive early in the upcoming breeding season. 

• Watch for calf scours! If scours become a problem, move cows that have not calved to a clean pasture. 
Be prepared to give fluids to scouring calves that become dehydrated. Consult your veterinarian for advice 
and send fecal samples to diagnostic lab to determine which drug therapy will be most effective. Try to 
avoid feeding hay in excessively muddy areas to avoid contamination of the dams’ udders. 

• Continue grass tetany prevention. Be sure 
that the mineral mix contains high levels 
(~15%) of magnesium and that cows consume 
adequate amounts. You can feed the UK Beef 
IRM High Magnesium mineral. 

• Plan to vaccinate calves for clostridial dis-
eases (Blackleg, Malignant Edema) as soon as 
possible. You might choose to do this at the 
prebreeding working in late April or early 
May. 

• Obtain yearling measurements on bulls and 
heifers this month (weight, height, pelvic area, 
scrotal circumference, ultrasound data, etc.) if 
needed for special sales. Heifers should be on 
target to be cycling by the start of the breeding 
season. 

• Prepare bulls for the breeding season. Increase feed if necessary to have bulls in adequate condition for 
breeding. Obtain Breeding Soundness Evaluation (BSE) on bulls, even if they were checked last breeding 
season. Only use bulls that pass the BSE. 
Finalize plans for your spring breeding program. Purchase new bulls at least 30 days before the breeding. 
Order semen now, if using artificial insemination. 
 

 



Fall-Calving Cows 
 

Bull(s) should be away from the cows now! 
Plan to pregnancy check cows soon. You can also blood test for pregnancy as early as 30 days after 

bull removal. 
Creep feed calves with grain, by-products, or high-quality forage. Calves will not make satisfactory 

gains on the dam’s milk alone after about 4 mos. of age – since there isn’t much pasture in March, 
fall calves need supplemental nutrition. Consider creep grazing on wheat pasture, if available. 
Calves can also be early weaned. Be sure that feed bunks are low enough that calves can eat with 
the cows. 

Calves intended for feeders should be implanted. 
Consider adding weight and selling your fall calves as “heavy” feeder calves. Keep them gaining!   

 
General 
 

Repair fences, equipment, and handling facilities.  
If you have a dry, sunny day, use chain-link harrow to spread manure in areas where cattle have over-

wintered. This may be done in conjunction with renovation. 
Renovation and fertilization of pastures should be completed. 
Start thistle control. They can be a severe problem in Kentucky pastures. Chemical control must be 

done early to be effective.   
Watch for lice and treat if needed. 





 

 

Getting Ready for Spring 

By Derrick Snyder - National Weather Service Paducah, KY 

 

March is when the traditional springtime thunderstorm season begins to ramp up in the 

Commonwealth. As we all know, some of these storms can be real doozies, and it's important 

we're prepared to weather them. Here's a few tips to help keep you and your loved ones safe: 

1. Stay informed: Make sure you've got a weather radio or follow a trusted news station to 

stay on top of what's brewing. Your local National Weather Service offices offer free 

storm spotter training classes during this time of year, and these courses are excellent 

ways to learn about how severe thunderstorms form and how to stay safe around them. 

Call your local office to find out more information about a spotter training near you. 

2. Have a plan: Make sure you and your family have a designated place to take shelter and 

a plan for how to stay in touch with one another during a storm. Write it down and keep it 

handy, just in case. Don’t forget to practice your plan too! 

3. Stock up: Keep a well-stocked pantry with enough non-perishable food and water to last 

a few days, in case of power outages or other emergencies. Other items to keep on 

hand in case of an emergency include extra clothes, medications, cash, and a first aid 

kit. See the list below for additional supplies.  

4. Secure your property: Make sure any loose items around your property are secured to 

prevent them from becoming dangerous projectiles during high winds. Consider moving 

livestock to a safe place and securing any loose roof shingles to prevent damage to your 

home, farm buildings, or workshops. 

Don't forget, there's plenty of resources out there to help you get prepared for severe weather. 

The National Weather Service, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and your 

local emergency management office can all provide you with valuable information on what to do 

before, during, and after a thunderstorm. Learn more about making an emergency plan at 

www.ready.gov/plan.  

So, don't wait until it's too late! Take a little time now to get ready for springtime thunderstorms 

in the Bluegrass State, and you'll be ready to weather whatever comes your way. 

 







Wildflowers and ornamental grasses can be cut down to within a few inches of 
the ground in early spring before new growth appears. 

 
If you already cut them in the fall you may want to consider leaving them through the winter for next year. 
Spent flower heads can provide seed as a food source for wildlife and the dead stalks can be used as cover 
and concealment. Cut ornamental grasses can be used as mulch, composted, or left on the ground to de-
compose and return nutrients to the soil. Wildflowers can be left where they were cut and any uneaten 
seeds may find soil, germinate, and start a new population of flowers. 





Spring is a great time to apply lime. 

 
Once the soil has thawed and can be worked, follow the recommended rate of application 
on your soil test results and work the lime into the top few inches of soil. Lime takes a rela-
tively long time to break down and raise the pH, so the sooner you can incorporate it into 
the soil the better. Pelletized and granular/agricultural lime, are both economical sources 
and take about the same amount of time to break down and adjust the pH.  It is important 
to have your soil tested every 2-3 years to monitor changes in pH and reduce or eliminate 
lime applications once optimal levels are achieved. A lab test can be done for just pH but a 
complete soil test is more helpful for monitoring overall soil health over time. 
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