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UPCOMING MEETINGS/DATES TO REMEMBER:
● Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) and Cattle Care and Handling Certification
April 10th at 6:30 p.m. at the Bath County Ag Center

GARDENERS CALENDAR AND THINGS TO CONSIDER
Now is the time to start planning your garden.
1. Make sure you have selected a good site with soils that are well
drained, in full sun and relatively level.
2. Prepare the soil properly, conduct a soil test and add any
fertilizer and lime that the test calls for.
3. Don’t overplant! Only prepare as much garden as you can
manage.
4. Grow vegetables you and your family will eat and that produce the maximum amount of
food in the available space
5. Make sure you plant during the correct season for the vegetable you are growing.
6. Choose varieties that are right for the area
7. Harvest at the right times and stage of maturity.
8. If you have used the same garden space for a few years, try to avoid planting the same
or closely related crop in exactly the same spot more than once every 3 years.
9. Buy fresh, high quality seed from a local seed store, garden center or mail order.
10. If you buy transplants, look for these qualities in a good transplant. – Plants that were
seeded at the right time, grown at the right temperature, and had abundant light and
moisture will be compact, with the distance between the leaves very small. The stems
will be pencil thick and rigid. Leaves will be dark green, large and upright.
11. Choose transplants that are NOT trying to produce flowers or fruit. Plants trying to
produce fruit are slow to develop good root systems to support later fruit production.
The following charts will help you determine the earliest and latest safe planting dates for many
of our common vegetable crops. The smaller chart also lists most of the common crops for
early spring gardens and approximate days to maturity.

The Bath
County

Extension Office has a number of healthy
and delicious recipes that you can pick up free of charge. I will try to feature something
different in each newsletter. I hope you find some that you can enjoy!

BQA AND CATTLE CARE AND HANDLING
The Bath County Extension office will have a Beef Quality Assurance
(BQA) training and a Cattle Care and Handling meeting on April 10
at 6:30 p.m. at the Ag Center. These 2 programs will be conducted
jointly that evening.
The 2 programs provide separate
certifications, both certifications are good for 3 years.

The BQA program is a required certification for some of the CAIP cost-share programs, so if you
do not have this certification or if your certification has expired, you will need to attend this program.
There is a $5.00 fee associated with this training – If you pay by check, you should make your check to
the Kentucky Beef Network.
The Cattle Care and Handling program will meet the educational requirement for anyone
participating in the CAIP cost-share program in 2017.
If you plan to attend this 2 hour training, please call the Bath County Extension Office at 6746121 so we can be sure to have enough materials on hand.

CATTLE MANAGEMENT TIPS FOR APRIL
If you have a spring calving herd, now is the time to start thinking about your bulls. Have a
veterinarian perform a breeding soundness exam to be certain he is ready for service this summer. If
you plan to do any synchronization programs this spring, start planning now and order any needed
supplies. If you intend to AI your cows, review the data on available bulls and select a bull that has the
EPD’s that meet your goals.
Spring is a good time to work cows. Work with your veterinarian to put together a health plan
for the herd. Deworm cows, vaccinate cows for Vibrio, Lepto (5way), IBR, PI3, BRSV, and BVD. If you
plan to use a modified live vaccine, plan to work cow 4-6 weeks prior to breeding. Make sure to
vaccinate the calves for blackleg.
High mag mineral is necessary until daytime temperatures are consistently above 60 degrees.
Castrate and dehorn male calves and implant according the product labeling.
If you have a fall calving herd, now is the time to pregnancy check your cows if you haven’t
already. Cull any open cows. Finish vaccinating calves, re-implant and start working on marketing

plans for the calves.

FORAGE MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS
Complete seeding for alfalfa and determine if there is a need for any supplemental pastures this
season. Supplemental forages may include millet or sundangrass.
Fix fences, get hay equipment ready and operational, move
cattle
to early grazing pastures and start thinking about weed control in
your
hay and pasture fields.

Recommended seeding dates:
Alfalfa – March 15 to May 1
Corn – April 1 to May 20
Peal Millet – May 1 to August 1
Sudangrass – May 10 to August 1

Mulch, Mold, & Fungi
by John Strang & Paul Vincelli

Clover – February 1 to April 15
Fescue – February 15 to May 15
Orchardgrass – February 15 to May 15
Turnips – April 1 to June 1

Mulch can be beneficial in many ways on plant beds, around foundation shrubs and other
gardening locations in your yard, but mold can threaten its benefits.
In landscape beds and gardens, mulch helps control weeds, prevent extreme soil temperature
fluctuation, decrease water evaporation and improve drainage. Mulch also reduces mower and string
trimmer damage on shrubs and trees by suppressing vegetation near their trunks. As it decomposes,
mulch produces organic materials to improve soil and otherwise benefit plants.
You need to periodically re-apply mulch to continually get these benefits.
Nuisance fungi occasionally grow on mulch. They include shotgun fungus, slime molds,
stinkhorns, earthstars and toadstools.
The shotgun fungus shoots masses of tiny black spore structures onto adjacent surfaces such as
vehicles and home siding.
Slime molds are more unsightly than harmful. They don’t cause plant diseases and aren’t
parasitic. Slime mold spores usually appear from late spring to fall. Abundant wet weather stimulates
above-ground appearance of these fungi that initially appear slimy but quickly become dry and powdery
when converting into spore masses. You’ll often see slime molds quickly appear and usually disappear in
one to two weeks. They tend to reproduce in the same location every year.
Fungicide use isn’t recommended because slime molds aren’t harmful.
When mulch hasn’t been composted, it might contain fungi that cause plant diseases. This
situation is rare, however, and only occurs in non-composted mulch. Plant material fertility problems
can arise when fungi in decomposing mulch remove nitrogen from the soil.
Insufficient moisture problems can develop when fungi permeate thick layers of dry mulch creating a
surface that’s difficult for water to penetrate.
To gain the most benefit, you should use composted mulch with a high bark content and little
wood material. Avoid finely ground, woody products that haven’t been composted.
If you buy fresh wood chips from a tree-maintenance firm, add water to the chips and allow them to
partially compost for about six weeks. If this material doesn’t have fresh leaves, you can add some
nitrogen to speed up the process. Avoid using fresh or partially composted wood chips near the house
foundation because they can provide a food source for termites.
Immediately after you put mulch around plants or trees, soak it with water to enhance bacterial
activity to initiate decomposition. Periodically wet mulch during the growing season.
Avoid soured mulch because it tends to injure plants. You can spot sour mulch by its acrid odor.
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